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’17 vintage ‘long’ but good
BY ANDREW LODIONG

THE 2017 Padthaway vintage
has been labelled “long and
drawn-out” but an overall
success according to a local
grape grower.
Growers in the area were
required to remain patient
and vigilant throughout the
prolonged season.
Padthaway Grape Growers Association president
Andrew Bryson said it was
a very lengthy season compared to the previous years.
“The season was obviously
later than the normal due
to the cool conditions associated with the growing of
the grapes,” Mr Bryson said.
“Growers were glad to see
the end of vintage.”
This year, harvesting of
the grapes started at the end
of February and continued
right through to early May.
“Late season rains delayed
some harvesting of the reds
but we got there in the end
resulting in a long vintage,”
Mr Bryson said.
He explained the long
season meant that the grapes
were able to develop more
“intensive” flavours which
will benefit the final product

SEASON: Padthaway Grape Growers Association president Andrew Bryson gets some pruning work done at a
Padthaway vineyard last week.

long-term.
“Because we are a cool climate down here, it’s promoting more concentrated flavours in the grapes because
it’s extending the ripening
period,” he said.

“That translates into more
intensity in the berry flavours compared to a shortened harvest.”
Andrew believes growers
would have been delighted
with the winter and spring

rainfall which he said has not
been seen in the area for a
very long time.
“The soil profile was
nice and full at the start of
bud burst so there was no
need for irrigation,” Mr Bry-

son said.
Yields were reportedly between “average” and “above
average” for this latest season.
With over 4000ha of vines,
Mr Bryson feels produce

from the area is continuing
to deliver.
“We are fortunate to be in
Padthaway, what local growers have managed to harvest
has turned out very well,” he
said.
He feels the association
will have no issues promoting wines at upcoming functions around the state.
Growers are expected to
be straight back out in the
vineyards to prepare for the
next growing season that will
begin early September.
“Growers won’t have
much time for rest and
recovery as pruning and
maintenance in the vineyard
are already under way,” Mr
Bryson said.
Vineyard workers in the
Padthaway region are already
busy with maintenance and
pruning for next season.
Padthaway Grape Growers
Association will host a wine
tasting at the National Wine
Centre in Adelaide from
5.30-8.30pm on June 16.
The Padthaway Vignerons
Dinner on June 23 will be
followed by the Limestone
Coast Wine Show Dinner to
be held at Longbottom Vintners in late October.

Looking to boost your potential?
A State Government grant or assistance program could be the answer.
There are a wide range of government agencies currently offering valuable grants, funding programs,
and initiatives to help regional businesses and organisations see their big ideas come alive.

Help to build
stronger communities
Up to $50,000
Grants SA provides one-off
funding to not for profit community
organisations for activities that
respond to local community
needs and contribute to strong
and inclusive communities.
Most Grants SA funding goes
to programs supporting
disadvantaged South Australians
and groups with limited access to
social and economic opportunities,
such as multicultural groups, young
people, remote communities
and volunteer organisations
addressing disadvantage.
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Applications close:
Various: see website
for full details.

Share your
brilliant ideas
Over $100,000 in prizes
Share invites people to submit
an idea for a sharing economy
business or social initiative.
Share has over $100,000
in prizes on offer for ideas
that create value or address
a community problem.
The best ideas will be selected as
finalists, and further developed
before a pitch event is held
to decide the winners.
Applications close:
5pm Tuesday
13 June 2017

Stimulation for
innovation
Vouchers up to $50,000
The Innovation Voucher Program
aims to encourage small-to-medium
enterprises (SMEs) to collaborate
with public and private research
providers in developing innovation
in manufacturing or operations.
Vouchers up to $50,000 are awarded
on a competitive basis to eligible
research and development projects
that partner with SMEs, covering
fields such as technical research,
design and prototype development,
design validation, and development
of innovative production processes.
Applications close:
Ongoing

An Energy Plan for
a more secure future
There are big plans ahead to
secure our state’s energy future,
and regional South Australia is
set to benefit enormously.
Through a $150m renewable
technologies fund, a new state-owned
gas-fired generator, and increased
powers over the operation of the
market, the State Government is
committed to delivering clean, reliable
and affordable power for the regions.
The new $550 million Energy
Plan will not only ensure more
of the state’s power is sourced,
generated and controlled in South
Australia, but will also increase
security, boost competition,
put downward pressure
on prices and help
create jobs.

Don’t delay – for more on these and other opportunities, visit pir.sa.gov.au/yourSAregions

